
GRADUATION
101



COMMON CONCERNS

Am I employable?
How do I start the 

job search?

What happens if I do 
not get into my 
college of choice?

Will I get into ANY 
college?

How many 
college 

applications 
should I 
submit?



Session goals



Chs counseling team

Ms ekpo
A-dn
ekpon@fultonschools.org

Mrs. ruppe
Do-kn
ruppe@fultonschools.org

Ms freeman
Ko-ri
freemanma@fultonschools.org

Ms peart
rj-z
peart@fultonschools.org

Mrs. hollaway
Grad coach
Hollawaya@fultonschools.org



College & career coordinator

Mrs. truax
A-z
TruaxC1@fultonschools.org



Post-secondary options



Post-secondary planning



COLLEGE MATRICULATION

CHOOSING THE RIGHT COLLEGE 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org



COLLEGE MATRICULATION

CHOOSING THE RIGHT COLLEGE 

OCTOBER 2, 2023 



COLLEGE quick tips
CHOOSING THE RIGHT COLLEGE 

“Pay attention to the college and not your 
friends. Consider your options, not your 
friends’ options.”

“Be sure the student is paying attention to the campus 
opportunities: opportunities to lead, grow & develop. 
Help them also plan a PLAN B.”  

“Visit the college.”
“Help plan college visits.  Make sure they 
are happy with their choice.  Happiness 
effects grades & performance.”

“Help your student self-assess ahead of time 
so that the student knows what they want 
from a college/university.”



COLLEGE MATRICULATION

THE COLLEGE APPLICATION PROCESS

Secure & 
complete 

the 
application

Secure & 
request 
Letters of 
Recommendation 
(LORs)

Request the 
release of 
required test 
scores to 
college

Script and 
upload all 
required 
essays, if any

Request  an 
official

 transcript

Complete 
the FAFSA 
application

Continually 
check the college 
application 
status



COLLEGE MATRICULATION

COMPLETING THE COLLEGE APPLICATION 
• Determine the application submission method: Direct Institutional 

Application (college-specific application) or Third-Party Application 
(Common Application, Coalition Application, GAFutures, etc.)  

• Create all necessary accounts:  Application platforms will require that 
you create an account for document upload and application tracking 
purposes (application status checks).  Remember the password that 
allows for account access.

• Submit the student portion of the application once complete.  All parts 
of the application are not expected to reach the college at the same 
time. 



COMPLETING THE COLLEGE APPLICATION 

•Binding  (Cannot Apply to Other Colleges; must attend if accepted). You may only apply to 
one institution via EARLY DECISION. Early Decision

•You apply to the college earlier than the traditional deadline, often submitting less 
information. If DEFERRED, students may apply through REGULAR DECISION and supply 
more (or updated) information to attain admittance. Non-binding

Early Action

•Non-binding application with a traditional deadline of January or February. Regular Decision

•Colleges review applications as they are submitted. Admission decisions are made 
throughout the admissions cycle. Non-bindingRolling Admissions

•The admission process is the least competitive and the most inclusive. Non-binding.Open Admissions



COMPLETING THE COLLEGE ESSAY 

Tips
Select the best essay prompt for you

Answer the question/Stay on topic

Accentuate your strengths

Research the college before writing the 
essay

Invest in a strong intro

Mistakes
Don’t Exceed the Requested Essay 

Length

Don’t Rely on Your Computer’s Spell 
Check

Don’t Rehash the Resume

Don’t use anyone else’s voice

Don’t Wait until the Last Minute



STEP ONE:

STEP THREE:

THE APPLICATION PLATFORM WILL DETAIL YOUR TRANSCRIPT SUBMISSION PROCESS  
(SENDEDU, COUNSELOR REPORT, ETC.)

STEP TWO:

ENTER THE APPLICATION PLATFORM (THIRD-PARTY or DIRECT INSTITUTION)

PLATFORMS THAT DO NOT HAVE A TRANSCRIPT SUBMISSION PREFERENCE WILL 
REQUIRE SCRIBORDER

REQUESTING TRANSCRIPTS



REQUESTING TRANSCRIPTS THROUGH SCRIBORDER

https://fultonga.scriborder.com

*Enter COLLEGE as the reason for request*



REQUESTING LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION (LORs)

STEP ONE:

STEP TWO:

ENTER THE APPLICATION PLATFORM (DIRECT INSTITUTION or THIRD-
PARTY). WHERE REQUESTED, ENTER THE E-MAIL ADDRESS OF YOUR 
PREFERRED RECOMMENDER(s)

TRACK YOUR COLLEGE APPLICATIONS TO ENSURE THAT COLLEGES HAVE RECEIVED 
YOUR LETTER(s) OF RECOMMENDATION



STANDARDIZED TESTS





STANDARDIZED TESTS:  PREP & OPPORTUNITY



SCHOLARSHIPS & FINANCIAL AID



SENIOR STUDENTS APPLY FOR THE 2024-2025 SY

DECEMBER 3, 2023

WWW.FAFSA.GOV



TINYURL.COM/CHSCOLLEGECAREERCALENDAR



WWW.MYCENTENNIALCOUNSELING.COM/seniors

@Cen10Counselors



Chs counseling team

Ms ekpo
A-dn
ekpon@fultonschools.org

Mrs. ruppe
Do-kn
ruppe@fultonschools.org

Ms freeman
Ko-ri
freemanma@fultonschools.org

Ms peart
rj-z
peart@fultonschools.org

Mrs. hollaway
Grad coach
Hollawaya@fultonschools.org
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